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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 
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A  radio  talk  T:y  T-irs.  Rov/ena  Sa^-r-idt  Carpenter,  assis|-.ajiat  to  tlie  chief, 
Bureau  of  Hone  Economics,  delivered  through.  mC  and  3k  othepl-|d^S*'WS^roi^''^^''^'^ 
associated  with  the  national  Broadcasting  Conpany,  Jujie  2? .!  1930 «.  


HOW  DO  YOU  DO,  HOriEI-iiEiaS! 

If  you  have  noticed  how  I  lihe  to  fe3.ti;jre  specicl  days  in  our  chats, 
jou  will  not  De  surjprised  that  I  stv.  a'bout,  to  malce  a  plea  for  a  safe  s:.id  sane 
Jourth  for  the  children.     Independence  Dayl     I  a:v'.  afraid  that  this  pa,triotic 
holiday  irieans  to  many  of  us  only  excite~ent,  noise,  ajid  fireworhs.     '"Je  see:'.:  to 
have  lost  ti-'ack  of  what  vie  ese  celehrating,  end  meanwhile  our  method  of  "being 
gay  has  developed  into  a  rather  riotous  perforraance  that  causes  raany  injiries, 
many,, deaths,  3;ad  treriendous  damage  to  property.     Do  you  think  I  exaggerate?  ■  It 
me:/  see:-.:'!,  so  if  yoii.  are  fortmiate  enough  to  have  escaioed  accidents  and  fires  in 
your;  own  family  and  neiglfooi'hood.     Aad  yet  the  figu.res  that  have  "been  col- 
lected tell  a  ^'■ery  serious  story.     Did  you  kno?r,  for  insteaice,  that  -aore 
Anericaais  ha,ve  lost  their  lives  celebrating  our  signing  of  the  Declaration  of 
Ind8]pendence  than  were  killed  in  the  Revolutionary  Waj"?     It  is  fine  to  com- 
meraorate  the  "beginning  of  our  national  liherty  "by  a.  celehration ,  tut  too  "bad 
to  ■  endanger  lives  while  doing  so.     Aiid  yet  fa.tal  accidents  are  not  the  only 
serious  results  of  Inde'pendence  Day  festivities.    .Records  shov/  nearly  2|-  times 
as  many  injuries  a,s  latsJities,  over     period  of  lU  years,  and  many  of  these 
injuries  caused  much  suffering  and  even  jDerraament  disahility.     Often  it  is  the 
favorite  firecracker  or  the  so-called  "harmless"  sp^-rkler  that  does  the  dam-age. 
So  you  see  whj'-  I  a:":  making  a  plea  for      safe  adid  sa:ae  fourth. 

Last  yeaj"  the  Rational  Safet.y  Coumcil  listed  the  chief  causes  of  Jourth 
of  July  accidents  to  children.     As  I  talk  to  you  ahout  some  of  these  ca.uses 
just  notice  how  coiTTon  place  they  ame,  and  how  imoortant  it  is,  therefore, 
for  us  to  protect  our  children  by  ordinary  safety  precautions.     First  there 
axe  "Injuries  by  ex^olosions , "  from  fireworks,  powder,  dynamiite,  guns  and  even 
toy  pistols.     So  often  these  injuries  happen  y<^hen  the  child  picks,  up  and  ex- 
amines some  fire?fork  that  does  not  "go  off"  right  away  after  it  is  lighted. 
Even  a  small  exjolosion  may  injure  an  e.ye ,  a  finger,  or  cause  a  had  "burn.  Some 
of  the  "ourns  that  seem  slight  at  the  time  result  in  lockjaw  later.     Such  "burns 
are  caused  "by  powder  from  fireworks.     Going  down  the  list  we  find  "Poisoning 
"by  sparklers"  which  ma,y  happen  when  children  pu-t  sparklers  in  their  mouths. 
"Clothing  set  on  fire."    "C'nildren  run  over  by  automobiles,  often  when  ex- 
cited by  fireworks."     "Dro\ming  v/hen  wading  or  swi-.TOing  in  strange  pools,  as 
a  part  of  a  fourth  of  July  celebration.  "    Jtid  so  on. 

Fortunately/  during  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  much  has  been  done  by 
the  Anerican  Jiedical  Association,  the  ITa.tional  Safety  Council,  insurance  com- 
■panies,  and  various  orgamiz-ations  interested  in  civic  welfare  to  prevent  dan- 
gerous celebrations,  to  encourage  civic  or  large  group  displays  of  fireworks, 
to  restrict  in  many  cities  the  sale  of  f ire^^forilis  for  lorivate  use,  amd  to  warn 
Xjarents  of  the  dangers  to  children  in  the  handling  of  what  are  called  "harmless" 
ex"olosives. 


(over) 


So  let  rne  -urge  you  as  parents  to  face  tliis  Tjro'blerL  sciuarelv  and  decide 
v/hat  you  will  do  with  yoixv  f?x.iil7  to  celcTDrate  tlie  "Fovxtlz.     If  you  live  in  a  coi 
niunity  where  the  sale  of  fireworhs  is  illegal  or  is  controlled  l)y  certain  re- 
strictions,  of  course  "^om"  duty  is  cloarl;'.-.  defined-  you  esid.  your  children  vvill 
perhaps  have  a  oicnic,  and  later  if  there  is  a  putlic  displa;/  of  firev/orlrs  you 
will  let  the  children  stay  up  for  it. 

If  in  your  coic-ui'dty  there  is  no  legal  restriction  on  holiday''  explosives 
end  you  are  willing  to  have  a  private  celeljration,  you  viill  supervise  not  only 
the  purchase  Dut  the  lighting  as  well  of  the^  fireworks.     Children  r.iust  be 
taught  how  to  handle  even  the  sinpl^;st  of  ex-olosives.     The;/  rust  be  v/p,rncd 
never  under  any  circumstances  to  /oick  up  firc'^orks  that  have  "been  lighted  even 
a  long  time  "before.     They  must  "be  tau^ft  that  stunts  such  as  standing  near  a 
cannon  cracker  ehout  to  go  off,  or   jutting  a  hcnd  in  the  fire  wr.irling  fro~  a 
pin  wheel  aa-e  not  sv..'art  or  couxageous,  but  silly  and  foolhardy  "because  of  the 
dangers.     It  is  a  stra;age "thing  that  children  who,  as  a  rule,  are  not  allov/ed 
to  handle  matches,  play  with  fire  or  run  carelessly  into  the  street,  iray  do 
any  or  all  of  these  on  the  hth  of  July.     The.  ba,rs  r.ro  do'.rn  so:rehow,   and  so  it 
is  no  wo.nder  that  disasters  result.     I  honestly  wonder  whether  we  grov/n-ups 
v;ho  do  not  "Drotect  children  froK.  dangerous  cele"bration  of  the  Tourth  are  not 
guilty  of  wanting  the  noise  and  excitenent  ourselves,  and  so  we  sort  of  use  the 
children  as  a.  "blind.     Haven't  you  he-i.rd  or  ha.ve  you  said  "ourself,   "^.lat  a  tame 
day  for  the  Fov-rth  of  July?"    I'ay'be  the  first  thing  -'e  as  ps.rents  should  do  is 
to  exa:;iine  our  own  ideas  to  see  if  we  are  safe  and  sane  oaa'ents  on  Independence 
Day.     If  we  are,  we  '.:ill  acti^.^ely  supervise  the  lighting  of  an:'  fireworks  v;e 
allow  our  cliildren  to  have,   and  vdll  use  tnis  national  holiday  to  teach  a  few 
lessons  in  safety  first  and  in  patriotisn,  reninding  the  nev:  generation  what 
Independence  Day  really  raoans. 

iiid  so  I  bid  you  C-oodoye,  Ho:--ie:-akers ,  ?.'ishing  you  a  glorious,  though- 
sane,  fourth. 
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